1914]        THE   WAR  OK   OTHER  FRONTS

The British forces at the start were preposterously
small. The total defence force in the first three
weeks of war may be put at under 12,0003 much of
it of doubtful quality. It was impossible that so
small an army could have made a serious stand if
the Germans had pushed their northern invasion
with vigour. Early in September reinforcements
arrived. An enemy attempt to blow up the Uganda
railway failed, and an attacking force which marched
down the Tsavo River was driven back. In Septem-
ber other attacks were made on the northern frontier,
of which the most dangerous was the advance along
the coast from Vanga towards Mombasa. The Ger-
mans were 600 strong with six machine guns, and
they were met at Gazi by Captain WavelTs Arab
company, strengthened by some King's African
Rifles. This little force held up the invaders for
several days until reinforced by Indian troops. On
1st of November a second Indian Expeditionary Force
arrived on the East African coast. Its attack proved
a complete failure. The Germans had mastered the
art of bush fighting. Ropes were hidden under the
sand of the paths, and, when stepped on, brought
down flags which gave the enemy the required range.
We reached and partly entered the town of Tanga,
only to be forced back with heavy losses. There was
nothing for it but to retire to the coast and re-em-
bark. Our casualties were nearly 800, and included
141 British officers and men, so that the Tanga re-
verse was the most costly of the minor African battles.
So far the enemy had clearly won the honours.
In German South-West Africa the situation was
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